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Santa Ana College Celebrates New 
Exercise Science Locker Room Complex

(Santa Ana)— On Friday, May 11, Santa Ana College will host a grand opening celebration at noon to dedicate its new Exercise Science Locker Room Complex. The event, slated for the courtyard of the new facility adjacent to the college’s Cook Gymnasium, will feature student- athletes, the dedication of the Homer Beatty Football Locker Room, and SAC alumnus and co-host of KOCE’s Real Orange Ed Arnold.  The public is invited to attend and can find free parking available in Lot 1 near the college’s main entrance on 17th Street near Bristol Street. Light refreshments will be served and tours will be provided.
This unique 22,000 square-foot building replaces the college’s age-old former locker rooms and will serve some 5,100 students annually in more than 170 courses. The new complex includes men’s and women’s locker rooms, team classrooms and conference rooms, equipment storage and distribution areas, and faculty offices.  At a total cost of $15.4 million, exercise science facility renovations also include a remodeled training room, transformation of a portion of the gym into a strength training lab and the construction of a weightlifting pavilion. The conversion of the former women’s locker room into a new fitness center will be completed by July 2007. 
“For the student-athletes in Santa Ana College’s 21 intercollegiate teams and the more than 5,000 students who enroll annually in exercise science and health education classes, this complex is important to their conditioning and success,” said Erlinda J. Martinez, Ed.D., Santa Ana College president.  “Physical education plays an important role in maintaining a balanced life for our students, faculty, staff and community members who will use this facility. We hope physical fitness remains a lifelong priority for them all.”

Santa Ana College offers associate’s degrees in exercise science as well as certificates in coaching, fitness, officiating and sports medicine. The curriculum includes health education, nutrition and fitness, first aid, sport psychology, movement education, management of physical
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education and sport, activities, adapted activities, aerobic fitness, aquatics, fitness, circuit training and strength lab, sports medicine and athletic training procedures. Other quality facilities that support the exercise science programs include two gymnasiums, an aerobics room, a wrestling and self-defense room, a swimming pool, and an all-weather, all-purpose track, soccer field, and baseball/softball fields.  Renovation of the track will begin by June 2007 and completion of a new softball field is estimated for July 2007.
“The exercise science division at Santa Ana College has anxiously awaited the new locker room complex for many years. It is a modern, state-of-the- art facility that will compete with any facility at any community college in our conference,” said Avie Bridges, interim dean of physical education, health and athletics at Santa Ana College. “Our instructors and students deserve the very best and take pride in the new locker rooms, classrooms and offices.”
Funds from Measure E, which voters approved in November 2002 providing $337 million for renovation and new construction at both Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College, was used to construct the women’s locker rooms. The men’s locker room facility was constructed using state funds. As one of California’s leading builders for K-12, community college and higher education works, C.W. Driver managed the construction project. The facility was designed by IBI Group/Thomas Blurock Architects of Costa Mesa, CA.
The May 11th event also includes the dedication of the Homer Beatty Football Locker Room.  Coach Homer Beatty led the Dons to a pair of Eastern Conference football championships (1961 and 1962) and the college’s third national title in football (1962).  Beatty also led the 1962 Dons to a perfect 10-0 record and 20-0 wins over Columbia Basin in the Junior Rose Bowl.  Since 1916, Beatty, Bill Cook and Edward Hummel are the only three football coaches to lead a Santa Ana College football team to an undefeated season.

For more information about the grand opening celebration of new Exercise Science Locker Room Complex, please contact the Public Affairs and Governmental Relations Department at (714) 480-7500. 

About the Rancho Santiago Communality College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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